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| CELEBRATING 50 YEARS

1971
WHAT DO YOU NEED?
WE NEED WORK
Our journey started when two businessmen asked people
living in poverty: “What do you need?” They answered,
“We need work. With jobs, we will solve our own
problems.” Al Whittaker and David Bussau joined forces
to create Opportunity International.

1992
UK Office opens with
a focus on developing
programmes that increase
opportunities for women
and men across Africa.

MEET A SUPPORTER
“If you give a man a fish, you feed him for a day—if you teach
him to fish, you feed him for many days. As a Christian I believe
this principle is the best way. The person is given respect,
and offered means to improve their lives, not just getting a
handout, which soon disappears. When successful they return
their cash loan, so the next person can benefit. This gives them
respect in the community.
Opportunity teaches responsibility and satisfaction in being
able to help another person. Sadly there is still a great need
for such help. I see no reason to stop donating.”
Anon. has supported us for more than 25 years
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2005
Over 70,000
families insured and
protected against
future uncertainties.

2000
Globally, Opportunity
International has more
than 200,000 clients.

1994
Our first African
partner opens
in Ghana.

2000
1971
The first Individual
Microloans are
given with a focus
on microenterprise.

Mid-1980s
Local partners are making
loans worldwide to around
2,000 micro-entrepreneurs.

1970
1980

Introduction of Trust Groups bringing together 10-30
entrepreneurs who elect leaders, receive training
and pledge to guarantee each other’s loans.

2003
Opportunity began working with
young people in Ghana, providing
them with access to life-changing
business skills through the Youth
Apprentice Programme.

2000's

FOR THE FIRST TIME CLIENTS
IN GHANA AND MALAWI

OPEN SAVINGS
ACCOUNTS

2005
We start using
biometric technology
to adapt to the
needs of clients,
with the introduction
of Smart Cards in
Malawi and Ghana,
using thumbprints for
security and identity.
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MEET A SUPPORTER

MEET A SUPPORTER
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“I like that Opportunity International is supporting
individuals with loans to set up businesses and get them
on their feet financially. I like the concept of helping
individuals to move out of poverty into a meaningful,
useful, successful and secure future. I hope that others
join in and support Opportunity International.”
Peter has supported us for over 10 years

“I know the challenges that farmers face.
We receive a lot of support in the UK in a
way that farmers in Africa don’t. I know that
a little can go a long way in the right hands
in Africa. I trust Opportunity International to
help people with the support they need.”
Trevor, a UK farmer, answered a Radio 4
appeal to support our work in 2018

2020
The world changed due to Covid-19.
Opportunity’s Digital Financial Services
enabled clients living in poverty to
continue accessing vital financial
services. Training is delivered on
health and safety, protecting
clients as they keep their
businesses going.

2010

2010

Opportunity UK is now
working in Kenya, Ghana,
Uganda, Malawi, Mozambique,
Rwanda, Tanzania and the DRC.

2018
Working with over 10,000
women in rural communities
in Ghana and The DRC.

2020

2007
Our education finance
programme begins, providing
access to education finance
for schools and communities.
Keeping students in school
for longer and improving
education quality.

Impact of Education
Finance today…

MEET A SUPPORTER
“I think Opportunity International is a fantastic
organisation founded on sound economic principles
with a Christian basis. For several years I spoke to
small groups to raise awareness and financial support
for Opportunity, and I found that your results speak for
themselves. When I spoke to Rotary clubs, businessmen
could not believe your repayment statistics and success
of people to build their own successful livelihoods.

•	
476,650 loans have provided
access to quality education

Visiting your Opportunity programmes in Ghana in
2003 was incredible. To see the work in action and
meet the clients face to face was truly inspiring.
They are confident, hardworking individuals who
have been given the chance to build their own jobs
and work so their family can have a better future.
The work of Opportunity International makes a real
difference to real people and their families. That is
why I continue supporting them.”

•	
1,671 schools benefit from
our quality programme

Dr Marion Faulds has been supporting
Opportunity International since 2000

•	
7.5 million more children are
accessing a quality education
•	
24 countries benefit from our
education programme

2019
Ground-breaking project with refugees
begins in Uganda which will enable
over 51,000 refugees to move from
dependency to self-reliance.

2020
AND BEYOND…
We are committed to providing access to life-changing
financial solutions and training that empower people
to work their way out of poverty. With support from
people like you, quality of education can continue
improving, more small businesses can succeed,
gender equality will be prioritised and refugees
can find stability and financial security.
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Thank you!
We are so thankful for
the committed support
of people like Marion,
Peter, Trevor and
hundreds more. It’s the
loyalty of our supporters
who will carry us forward
for another 50 years of
Opportunity.
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I DON’T WANT AID

I JUST WANT TO HAVE A BUSINESS
AND PROVIDE FOR MY CHILDREN
Meet Therese

The situation here is not easy but I try to live as
best I can. The children don’t go to school. I can’t pay
for school fees for my children and I can’t buy clothes,
so to get some help so I can get a business would be
good for me. I don’t want aid, I just want to have
a business and provide for my children.

Therese lives in the Nakivale
Refugee Settlement in
Southern Uganda with her five
children. They arrived from the
Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC) in 2019. This is her story…
“I came from Rutshuru in the Democratic
Republic of Congo. We came because of
insecurity. The Mai Mai took my husband.
The Mai Mai used to come and take the
men and boys to fight in the war, and if they
didn’t accept they were killed.

In Rutshuru, I had a business. I would buy
beans and then resell them for a profit. I
would buy in bulk, and then sell in smaller
quantities. My husband was a taxi driver.
In DRC, life was good because I had my
business and my husband worked. We
made money and were able to buy things,
and all of my children went to school."
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One night they came to our house and
entered by force. They didn’t take anything
from us, but took my husband. The children
tried to stop them, but they took him and
beat me badly.

Discover more opportunity.org.uk
Opportunity International UK, Angel Court,
81 St Clements, Oxford, OX4 1AW, UK
Call us on 01865 725304
Email us at ukinfo@opportunity.org
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